[image: image1.jpg]


South Berks Concert Band


Competition Entry Notes
Entries:
You can express your intention to enter by sending an email to southberksconcertband@yahoo.com any time after June 1st and before August 31st 2013.  A completed entry form should be sent to Young Composer Competition, South Berks Concert Band, 1 Thompson Drive, Thatcham, R19 4FJ no later than 31st August 2013.
Entries from groups will be accepted.
Entries should be submitted as a notated score – this should show the judges exactly what happens in your piece. You could use traditional music notation and to aid this we have provided a template score in Sibelius format. You should present your score on single-sided A4 paper using as many sheets as necessary.
A written description - this should give us as much information as possible about how your music should be played and by whom. You may wish to include diagrams to help explain your work. You should include information about the structure of the piece describing each section of the music, what the instruments do and how they relate to each other on no more than 3 single-sided A4 sheets.

Entries will be judged on the following criteria:
a) compositional idea
b) originality
c) creativity
d) appropriate technical ability

It is expected, subject to confirmation, that the finalists’ compositions will be played at the December 2013 concert.  The composers will be invited to attend the premieres of their compositions.  The finalists will also be invited to one or more rehearsal to either advise the Director of Music on the intended interpretation of the music and / or conduct the composition as a form of guidance to the musicians available at that specific rehearsal.

Guidance:

The instrumentation and standard of an amateur, non-auditioning, Concert Band fluctuates over time.  
· Typical instruments of a concert band can be found on these websites:-

· www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/concert_band)

· www.grahamnasby.com/misc/concertband-instrumentation.shtml)

· There are many other resources available and we expect your educational institution will give more specific guidance on appropriate resources

· The Concert Band Instrument Ranges document shows the current instrumentation of the South Berks Concert Band, in the form of the number of parts for each instrument section within in the band. As an example the clarinets section is all Bb clarinets and is split into 4 different parts. In addition an alto clarinet and bass clarinet part will be required.
· The parts list will consist of:

· Flutes written in treble clef (normally 2 or 3 parts – 1st, 2nd, optional 3rd)

· Piccolo in C written in treble clef (1 part)

· Oboe in C written in treble clef (normally 2 parts – 1st & 2nd)

· Clarinets written for Bb instruments in treble clef (normally 3 or 4 parts – 1st, 2nd, 3rd, & 4th)

· Alto clarinet in Eb written in treble clef ( 1 part)
· Bass clarinet in Bb written in treble clef (1 part)

· Bassoon in C written in bass clef (1 part with optional 2nd)

· Soprano Saxophone in Bb written in treble clef (optional 1 part)

· Alto saxophone in Eb written in treble clef (2 parts – 1st & 2nd)

· Tenor saxophone in Bb written in treble clef (1 part – optional 2nd)

· Baritone saxophone in Eb written in treble clef (1 part)

· Bass Saxophone written in Bb in the treble clef (optional 1 part)

· French Horns in F written in treble clef (2 parts – 1st & 2nd)

· Trumpets in Bb written in treble clef (normally 3 or 4 parts – 1st. 2nd, 3rd, optional 4th)

· Optional parts for cornets (2 or 3 parts – 1st, 2nd, optional 3rd) or flugel (1 part) in Bb written in treble clef

· Tenor trombones in C written in bass clef (normally 2 parts – 1st & 2nd)

· Bass trombone (sometimes written for a third tenor trombone player)  in C written in bass clef (1 part)

· Euphonium in C written in bass clef (1 part)

· Tuba in C written in bass clef  ( 1 part)

· Percussion for 3 players – we have access to many instruments (but please do not attempt to write for all of them!!) that you may, or may not, choose to incorporate into your composition:-

· Un-tuned percussion -  Spiecu Drum kit with high-hat, 2 crash cymbals and 1 ride cymbal, 18” concert BD, 18” clash cymbals, 32” tam-tam, 10” conga drum, 11” conga drum, 16” side drum, 20” side drum, sleigh bells, temple blocks, wood blocks, triangle in 4 different sizes.
· Tuned percussion – session xylophone (F4 to C8), Orchestral glockenspiel (G5 to C8), Vibraphone (F3 to F6), Marimba (C3 to C7), Chimes (C5 to F6), 26” pedal timpani (A2 to F3), 29” pedal timpani (F2 to D3), 25” hand tuned timpani (A2 to F3), 28” hand tuned timpani (F2 to D3).
· The range of any instrument, especially at the higher end, often varies according to the skill and capability of the musician.  A typical range for each instrument is shown in the PDF document available on this website.

· The degree of difficulty of a composition is difficult to communicate.  The band plays music of level 4 & 4.5 (http://www.safemusic.co.uk/13040/band-difficulty-gradings) and suggests to new recruits a personal instrument proficiency of a minimum of Grade 5 (http://www.abrsm.org/en/exams/gradedmusicexams/gradedpracmus), although many of our players are of grade 8 standard.
· It is expected that the first parts in any instrument section will have players with the higher levels of technical capability on the instrument.

· The percussion section has access to many instruments albeit drum kit, timpani and tuned percussion (such as xylophones) are the most commonly used.  If you are arranging for an unusual percussion instrument then please contact us, southberksconcertband@yahoo.com, to confirm we have access to that instrument.
· As with any composition the audience is the recipient of your effort.  Please consider the type of audience that would come along to a concert band (read our website and look at our library resources) to assess what you may think is appropriate. Originality is a positive aspect as long as communication / rapport with the audience are maintained.  (We offer this advice only to allow you to make the most of any future performance of your composition)
Guidance on instrument transposition can be researched on http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transposing_instrument 
Look at our website, www.southberksmusic.org.uk, to learn more about us and to look at the library of music we currently play from.

Open rehearsal:

If you want to see the band in action then please contact us on southberksconcertband@yahoo.com to arrange to attend one of our rehearsals.  In addition you are welcome to contact us to arrange to attend any of our concerts
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